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We hope you enjoy the Summer Edition of the In HindSight Newsletter. 

If you are using gmail, our newsletter will be "clipped". About half way through the
newsletter, you will see: [Message clipped]  View entire message. You should click on that
link to see the entire newsletter. 

 
List of Articles

 
President’s Letter
Announcements & Events
Alcon News

Alcon Celebrates 110 Years of Swiss Precision and Innovation in
Ophthalmic Microsurgery
Alcon Announces FDA Approval of TRYPTYR (acoltremon ophthalmic
solution) 0.003% for the Treatment of the Signs and Symptoms of Dry Eye
Disease
Alcon in Action by the Numbers
Alcon Product Announcements
Alcon Acquisition Announcements
Alcon Site Announcements

Retiree News

Welcome to New Members
Volunteers Needed for Healthy Eye Screenings
I saw a Show (or Nine), by Mary Dulle
Learning Throughout Life, by Mary Dulle
March 28th ARA Program
June 20th ARA Program

 
President's Letter

 
 

Dear ARA Members,

I hope you are all well and enjoying the summer!

We have had two very enjoyable luncheons hosted by Alcon in the Alcon Crossroads
Conference Center and we have two more coming up in September and December 2025.
Our first luncheon took place on March 28th. Our speaker was Quentin McGown, a well-
known Fort Worth historian who spoke to us about the history of our city with excellent
photographs. He is a Tarrant County probate judge and an attorney by profession. He has
published four books on the history of Fort Worth.
 
On June 20th, Tom McDonald, PhD, returned for a book signing and to celebrate the
publication of his book, “Alcon Laboratories, A Vision Fulfilled, 1947-1997”.  While Tom
signed books, some of the retirees did a great job sharing their Alcon memories with us.
Thanks to those of you who participated.  We had a good turnout of about 135 attendees
including 15 members of the Alexander and Conner families. Read more below about the
luncheons with pictures and a lovely note from two of Mr. Alexander’s daughters, Lane
Ann and Anita. 

Our next luncheon this year will take place on Friday, September 19th. Please note this
date has changed from the 26th. Our speaker will be Andy Taft, CEO of Downtown Fort
Worth, Inc., who will speak to us on the continuing development of Downtown Fort Worth
including the Heritage and Paddock Parks project. Also, at this luncheon we will celebrate
the 30th anniversary of the Alcon Retirees Association!  Our final luncheon of the year
will be on Friday, December 5th, our Holiday Lupper! Stay tuned for more information. 

Enjoy all the excellent articles in this edition of the In Hindsight newsletter. See the articles
about the Alcon subsidiary in Switzerland, Grieshaber; the FDA approval of Alcon’s dry
eye product, Tryptyr; Alcon in Action volunteerism; and information on our products,
acquisitions and sites. Note that Tryptyr is the first prescription product approved since
Alcon became an independent publicly traded eye care company. 

Continue scrolling down to see the Alcon retiree news. One of our members, Mary Dulle,
wrote two enjoyable and informative articles. In the first, she reviews eight plays she has
seen recently on and off Broadway. The other is about continuing education and extension
programs in the area. These are followed by articles and pictures of our March 28th and
June 20th luncheons.

Many thanks to our members for their contributions. Please continue to send us news and
photos. Let us know what you’re doing and where you’re traveling. Send them to
Annabelle and Lana at ara.newsletter@gmail.com. 

A special thanks to our editor, Annabelle Corboy, and to Lana Morgan for the excellent
preparation of this edition of the In Hindsight newsletter.
 
I’m looking forward to seeing you at the September 19th luncheon.

With Warmest Regards,

Pat Cappelletti
President, Alcon Retirees Association
pcappelletti@Alcon-ara.com

 
 

 
Announcements

 
Becoming an ARA member

Here are the steps to joining the ARA:

(1) Retire from Alcon (or Alcon/Novartis if you retired before 2020).
(2) Go to alcon-ara.com and click on Not a Member? Sign up Today.
(3) Fill in the Member Sign Up form, then click Send. (Make sure to note the password you
select since you will use it to login as a member.)
(4) Soon, you will receive an email from an ARA administrator asking for information to
confirm your retirement date and where you worked at Alcon. Please be sure to respond
or your registration will not proceed.
(5) Within a day or so after your response is received, you’ll get an email confirming your
membership. Follow instructions in the email regarding login and dues.

 

 
ARA Dues

Dues are $10 a year which covers ARA expenses including hosting the website and
publication of the newsletter. The December Holiday Lupper is an addtional one-time fee
of $10 to cover door prizes and incidentals. 

Mail Dues to: Alcon Retirees Association
P.O. Box 173416
Arlington, Texas 76003-3416

 

 
ARA Website

Want to see more? Go to the ARA website www.alcon-ara.com for all the latest
information about Alcon and Retirees’ activities. Photos from past ARA events are posted
on the website. Login to the Members Section and click the News button to find the link to
the Gallery.

 
 

Retiree News

We would love to have some stories from our retirees to share in our ARA newsletter. We
are especially interested in photos of places & people - vacations or, if you’ve moved away
from Fort Worth, where you live now. Do you have a second career? If you retired from
Alcon and took up a new line of work, we’d love to hear about it. And last, if you’re doing
volunteer work, we’d like to be able to share that, too. You can contact us at
ara.newsletter@gmail.com. Just send a note and we will get back with you to get more
details.

 
 

 
Alcon Fort Worth Campus

The company store is open and is located within the new
cafeteria. Hours are 7am – 4pm and check-out is Self
Service. If you have questions, you can call 817-551-
8351.

The process for entering the campus remains the same –
arrive during normal business hours, stop at the guard
gate, and show your gold retiree card, and park in visitor
parking.

 
 

Alcon Fitness Center

Membership for retirees is free! More than 7,000 square
feet of health and wellness equipment. Top-of-the-line
cardio and strentgh equipment. Outdoor TRX and Rogue
workout stations. Outdoor running/walking track. Locker
Rooms. And, new, there are two pickleball courts, with
court-side boxes holding equipment.

Click here to enroll - Select "Fitness Center Membership-
Alcon Retiree"

For questions? Call the Alcon campus and ask for the
Fitness Center.

 
 

 
Events

 
2025 ARA Programs

Mark your calendars for our remaining 2025 quarterly programs: September 19 and
December 5 (the 2025 Holiday Lupper)! 

Unless otherwise noted, all luncheons are held on the Alcon Fort Worth campus in the
Crossroads Conference Center (old cafeteria) and include a buffet lunch. We are now
requesting that members make a reservation. We need to know how many are attending
in order to have appropriate seating and food. Email us at ARA-RSVP@alcon-ara.com

All ARA members, spouses, and guests are welcome to attend. Except for the Lupper,
lunch is complimentary for members, with a charge of $10 for each guest. For the Lupper,
the fee for members is $10 and for each guest, $15.

Please remember to bring your Alcon Retiree Gold Card for access to the Fort Worth
campus. Alcon Corporate Security will reserve parking places — look for the orange street
cones. Watch for more information on all our events on our website and in our emails.

Monster Bash

Alcon has again invited the retirees to attend Monster Bash on October 25th on the Alcon
campus.  Families are welcome.  Last year was a lot of fun for kids and all. Bouncy
houses, a little train, a good band and food trucks! There was even a cake walk. 

 

 
Alcon News

 
Alcon Celebrates 110 Years of Swiss Precision and Innovation
in Ophthalmic Microsurgery

 
Schaffhausen/Neuhausen am Rheinfall,
April 10, 2025 – Alcon (SIX/NYSE: ALC),
the global leader in eye care dedicated to
helping people see brilliantly, proudly
celebrates the 110th anniversary of its
site in Schaffhausen, Switzerland,
operated for the last 25 years by Alcon
Grieshaber AG, an Alcon subsidiary
specialized in ophthalmic surgical
instruments. Since its founding by
Grieshaber AG in 1915, this facility has
been at the forefront of microsurgical
instrument development, driving
advancements in vitreoretinal and
cataract surgery.

 

 
As part of Alcon’s global surgical business, Alcon Grieshaber plays a critical role in the
research, development, and manufacturing of high-precision instruments used by
ophthalmic surgeons worldwide to deliver new solutions that restore or enhance vision,
advance clinical practice, and improve the customer and patient experience. The site
produces and distributes more than 1.4 million accessories and high-precision
microsurgical instruments essential for vitreoretinal and cataract surgeries, such as
various forceps and curved scissors, every year and is recognized globally for the
specialized expertise of its team.

“For over a century, Grieshaber has continued to innovate and push the boundaries in
ophthalmic surgery," said Franck Leveiller, Senior Vice President, Global Research and
Development (R&D), and Chief Scientific Officer for Alcon. "Our legacy of innovation and
precision continues to drive surgical advancements, improving outcomes for patients and
elevating the standard of eye care worldwide.”

Rooted in legacy, investing in innovation
Driven by innovation and rising global demand, Alcon has continuously invested in its
R&D and manufacturing capabilities, including the 2024 relocation to a state-of-the-art
R&D facility in neighboring Neuhausen am Rheinfall (SH). This facility features a
dedicated wet lab where surgeons and engineers work together to provide direct feedback
on prototypes, leveraging hands-on expertise and creative partnership to develop new
surgical tools.

Grieshaber’s legacy dates to 1915, when Johannes Conrad Grieshaber, a skilled cutler in
Schaffhausen, Switzerland, began developing and refining ophthalmic surgical
instruments at the request of Swiss eye surgeons. Through close collaboration with
leading ophthalmologists, the company evolved from a local precision workshop into a
globally recognized pioneer in microsurgical instrument development. Alcon acquired
Grieshaber in 2000, recognizing its longstanding expertise in precision ophthalmic
microsurgery.

Niels Abt, Head of Research and Development at Alcon Grieshaber said: "Collaboration
between surgeons and instrument makers has always been at the heart of our success.
Our new R&D facility takes this partnership to the next level, providing a space where
expertise and creativity come together to develop the next generation of microsurgical
tools. This milestone is a testament to our dedication to precision, innovation, and
excellence in eye care."

"For 110 years, Grieshaber has stood for Swiss precision and innovation in ophthalmic
surgery,” commented Thomas O’Neill, General Manager at Alcon Grieshaber. “This
milestone is not only about celebrating our history, but also reinforcing our long-term
commitment to advancing surgical instrumentation. With our expanded manufacturing site,
we remain dedicated to producing world-class solutions that meet the evolving needs of
surgeons and patients worldwide."

As the global leader in eye care, Alcon offers the industry’s most comprehensive portfolio
of surgical, ocular health, and vision care products. With one of the largest R&D
commitments in the industry – having invested more than $5 billion in R&D since 2018
and announced a new spending target of 8-10% of sales annually in 2025 and beyond –
Alcon continues to drive innovation in eye care. In the past five years, Alcon Grieshaber
has developed 30 new products, reinforcing its position as a pioneer in vitreoretinal
microsurgery. By advancing both surgical instrumentation and precision manufacturing,
Alcon ensures that the highest quality tools are available to help shape the future of global
eye care.

Read the full Media Release here.
 

 

 
Alcon Announces FDA Approval of TRYPTYR (acoltremon
ophthalmic solution) 0.003% for the Treatment of the Signs and
Symptoms of Dry Eye Disease

 
GENEVA--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- Alcon
(SIX/NYSE: ALC), the global leader in
eye care dedicated to helping people see
brilliantly, today announced the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) has

approved TRYPTYR® (acoltremon
ophthalmic solution) 0.003%, formerly
known as AR-15512, for the treatment of
signs and symptoms of Dry Eye Disease

(DED). TRYPTYR is a first-in-class
TRPM8 receptor agonist
(neuromodulator) that stimulates corneal
sensory nerves to rapidly increase natural
tear production.

 
DED is a complex, multifactorial condition driven by a deficiency in natural tears, whether
due to decreased tear production or increased tear evaporation. Many commonly used
DED treatment options have limitations, including slow onset, patient dissatisfaction and
poor adherence. Among surveyed dry eye patients, only 13% felt their dry eye was well
managed.

“Today marks a tremendous milestone for Alcon as TRYPTYR becomes our first
prescription pharmaceutical treatment to be approved by the FDA since becoming an
independent, publicly traded eye care company,” said David Endicott, CEO of Alcon. “We
look forward to making this new treatment available to millions of patients affected by Dry
Eye Disease. We believe TRYPTYR is an exciting new treatment option for a significant
number of dry eye patients given its rapid efficacy.”
...
“Many of my patients continue to face frustrating challenges with dry eye management,
and there is a clear need for additional treatment options,” said Marjan Farid, MD,
Professor of Ophthalmology at the University of California, Irvine. “TRYPTYR is the first
eye drop that stimulates corneal nerves to directly address tear deficiency, a known cause
of Dry Eye Disease.”

Studies in animals suggest that acoltremon, the active substance in TRYPTYR, is an
agonist of transient receptor potential melastatin 8 (TRPM8) thermoreceptors. TRPM8
thermoreceptor stimulation has been shown to activate trigeminal nerve signaling leading
to increased basal tear production. The exact mechanism of action for TRYPTYR in DED
is unknown.

TRYPTYR is available in easy-to-use, single dose vials: one drop per eye, two times a
day. Alcon expects to launch TRYPTYR in the U.S. in the third quarter of 2025 and
anticipates bringing TRYPTYR to other markets in the future.

For the full article plus footnotes, click here.
 

 

 
Alcon in Action

 
Packing meals for the hungry, beautifying
outdoor spaces, or building homes for
families in need: these are just a few of
the ways that our associates make a
brilliant impact during Alcon in Action, our
global day of volunteerism. This year,
Alcon more than 5,300 associates across
67 sites in 35 countries volunteered to
help create stronger, healthier
communities all over the world. Learn
more about our vision for the world at the
link in our bio!

 

 

 

 
 

 
Alcon Product Announcements

 
Click on the announcement heading for the full media release

 
Alcon Announces U.S. Launch of
Voyager DSLT, First-of-its-Kind
Treatment for Glaucoma and Ocular
Hypertension

February 19, 2025

New first-line laser treatment for
the nearly 5 million Americans
diagnosed with glaucoma
Automated device enables a
streamlined workflow without a
gonio lens or manual aiming
Voyager Direct Selective Laser
Trabeculoplasty (DSLT) will be
launched at the American
Glaucoma Society annual meeting
in Washington, D.C.

Alcon Announces U.S. Launch of
New SYSTANE PRO PF,
Revolutionizing Dry Eye Relief With
Its Longest Lasting Formula Yet

February 24, 2025

SYSTANE PRO Preservative-Free
(PF) is the longest lasting dry eye
drop in the SYSTANE portfolio
SYSTANE PRO PF is a one-of-a-
kind multi-dose preservative-free
triple action formula that hydrates,
restores and protects all types of
dry eyes
SYSTANE PRO PF will be
showcased at SECO 2025 as the
latest addition to the SYSTANE line
of products, the #1 global
consumer brand of artificial tears

 
Alcon Elevates Vitreoretinal and
Cataract Surgery for Superior
Efficiency* with UNITY VCS and
UNITY CS

April 25, 2025

First-to-market innovations
enhance efficiency, including
HYPERVIT 30K, the world’s fastest
vitrectomy probe executing 30,000
cuts per minute
Breakthrough UNITY 4D Phaco
delivers up to 2X faster nucleus
removal and 41% less energy into
the eye, supporting excellent
patient care
Inventory will begin shipping to
Australia, Europe, Japan and the
U.S. from May onwards

Alcon Expands Leadership in IOL
Innovation with Clareon PanOptix
Pro, Delivering Best-in-Class Light
Utilization and Less Light Scatter

April 2, 2025

Clareon PanOptix Pro provides
unprecedented 94% light
utilization, resulting in half the light
scatter of Clareon PanOptix
Clareon PanOptix Pro provides
more uninterrupted light
distribution across the full visual
range, and is designed for better
image contrast
Commercially available in the U.S.
in May, Clareon PanOptix Pro is the
next generation of the world’s
leading trifocal IOL

 
 

 
Alcon Acquisition Announcements

Click on the announcement heading for the full media release
 

Alcon to Acquire LumiThera and Its
Photobiomodulation Device for the
Treatment of Early and Intermediate
Dry Age-Related Macular
Degeneration (AMD)

Alcon Acquires Majority Interest in
Aurion Biotech, Inc. to Advance
Innovative Cell Therapy for Corneal
Endothelial Disease

 
July 7, 2025

LumiThera’s photobiomodulation
(PBM) device is the first and only
technology that has demonstrated
meaningful visual improvement
with two years of treatments* in
early and intermediate dry AMD
patients
Nearly 200 million people globally
live with dry AMD, a progressive
disease with no cure, and a leading
cause of blindness in developed
nations
Alcon aims to expand PBM office-
based treatment in approved
markets, underscoring its
commitment to people living with
retinal diseases

March 26, 2025

Leverages Alcon’s global scale
with Aurion’s cell therapy expertise
to accelerate U.S. Phase 3
development in fall of 2025
Aurion’s lead asset received
Breakthrough Therapy Designation
and Regenerative Medicine
Advanced Therapy Designation
from the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA)
Positions Alcon at the leading
edge of biopharma applications in
ophthalmology with the potential
to advance the first-ever corneal
cell therapy candidate

 
Alcon Agrees to Acquire LENSAR, Inc

March 24, 2025

Acquisition of ALLY Robotic Cataract Laser Systems strengthens Alcon’s
cataract equipment and technology portfolio
Next generation technology will be expanded globally, improving the efficiency
of cataract surgery

 
 

 
 

 

Alcon Site Announcements
 

April 21, 2025

Alcon associates in Colombia recently
celebrated the inauguration of our newly
renovated office space and training
center in Bogotá. The 7,500 square-foot
facility is home to 75 Alcon associates,
and features dedicated space for
collaborative customer training and
education, including a state-of-the-art
Alcon Wet lab so that Eye Care
Professionals can experience Alcon
technology firsthand. Congrats to our
associates in Colombia for this exciting
new chapter!

June 30, 2025

We’re thrilled to celebrate the grand
opening of our newly expanded
manufacturing and logistics facility in
Tuas, Singapore—marking 20 years of
advanced manufacturing operations in
the region. Designed for operational
excellence and sustainability, the facility
features advanced automation and
integrated digital systems, optimized for
production efficiency and energy savings.
Local leaders and Alcon associates
gathered to honor this milestone, toasting
to two decades of innovation in high-
precision manufacturing in Singapore. 

 
 

 
 

 
Retiree News

 
New Members

We welcome these new members who joined since January 2025:

Michael McAvoy, Donna Grace, Greg White, Michael Rein, Michael Gentry, Deniese Itz,
Tish Martin. Ralph Stone, Eric Luebbert, Linda Austin, Conceicao Archibald. Wes
Sanders, Patrick McCaig, Lori McLaughlin, John Anderson, Channyle Fernandez, Carole
Nobbe, Mary Pencis

 
 

 
Volunteers Needed for Healthy Eye Screenings

Alcon Retires are encouraged to participate in a clinical study at the Alcon Research Clinic
in central Fort Worth.

 

The clinic is located near
the hospital district. 

You can click on the link
here to contact the team
or to get more
information about Healthy
Eye Screenings.

 
 

 
 

I Saw A Show (or Nine), by Mary Dulle

I was born in New York City, but my parents moved to Houston right after my first birthday.
As this was the 1950s and there were ultimately seven screaming kids in the family, it
wasn’t easy to get back to visit.  When I turned 60, my husband and I decided we’d go
back every year to celebrate my birthday. Since that’s in late February and not too many
people want to brave the often-nasty weather there, hotel rates are fairly reasonable. 
And since we both love live theatre, we make a point of seeing as many Broadway and
Off-Broadway shows as we can pack in. This year we were there for 10 days and I saw
nine shows. It would have been 10 shows, but our flight was late and we missed one on
our first night there. (Joe missed a couple because he got food poisoning, but that’s a tale
for another day.)

Here are brief reviews of eight of the shows in the order in which I saw them. I disliked
(intensely!) one of them and won’t defile this space with it. Joe saw one I didn’t and liked
it, but I can’t comment on it.

The Great Gatsby
 

This is a large, spectacular show. The sets and costumes
were beautiful, the acting and singing good. The scenery
was really elaborate, with a lot of elegant interior and
outdoor spaces, and a hint of a swimming pool at the front
of the stage (this plays a major part in the ending). There
were even a pair of high-end period cars.
However, I thought the show was so-so. There were too
many bombastic, belted, overly dramatic songs with little
melody to them.  And not enough lovely ballads. They did
keep the whole concept true to the book.

 
Maybe Happy Ending

 
I really didn’t know what to expect of this show, and
ended up enjoying it far more than I anticipated. It earned
10 Tony Award nominations, including Best Musical.
It’s a lovely, charming piece – a small show, with two main
characters, two minor players, and a 10-piece orchestra
that plays a major part in in one scene. 
It’s set in Seoul, South Korea a couple of hundred years
in the future. The lead characters are helperbot robots
(personal assistants) that have been retired by their
owners.

 

 
They live in an apartment building specifically for retired robots to finish out their
existence. Facing obsolescence, parts for repair are becoming much harder to find. The
female robot realizes this and understands that her time is coming to an end, and is a bit
sad about it. The male robot refuses to accept that he’s been retired, thinks his owner will
come and reclaim him, and keeps his spirits up in a sweet and naïve way. 
They embark on a road trip – she wants to see fireflies in the forest, he wants to go
“home.” They both eventually realize why they’ve been retired when they feel they have so
much more to offer, and return to Seoul. Maybe there’s a happy ending for them? I won’t
tell!
This wonderful little show earned six Tony awards, including Best New Musical and Best
Actor in a Leading Role in a Musical.

 
Operation Mincemeat

 

Joe, their granddaughter
Grace, and Mary in from of
the marquee.

This was an interesting show. It came from London, with
the original British cast. It’s a musical based on an actual
incident from World War II. This show earned four Tony
Award nominations, including best musical.
The Nazis had cracked the British code and were
wreaking havoc in battles on the continent. The Brits were
trying to come up with a way to counter it, and developed
a scheme to use a recently deceased man, dressed as a
high British officer with a briefcase handcuffed to him
containing plans for an offensive push. 
They knew the papers would fall into German hands, and
planned a counteroffensive. After all sorts of hijinks; the
plan worked and the tide of the war turned. At least, in
this musical it did.
The five actors all changed costumes a lot and became
different characters, but we never saw the actual subject
of the show: the fake British officer. I personally didn’t find
the jabs at the US particularly funny, although most of the
audience roared. I thought they were overly broad.
Perhaps I’m a bit chauvinistic about my country. I found
the ending maudlin.
The orchestra was only four pieces: two keyboards, bass
and drums. We think the horns that were “played”
onstage in a couple of scenes were actually played by the
keyboards.
The show earned one Tony Award.

 
English

 
English is a Pulitzer Prize-winning play with a cast of five:
the instructor, an older woman hoping to learn English to
relate to her granddaughter in Canada, a female graduate
student planning to go to Australia to study
gastroenterology, a recent high school graduate who has
no definite plans but wants to keep her options open, and
a man who claims to want to make his English better as
he already knows some.

 
It’s set in Tehran, and the thesis is that these people are all working to pass the TOEFL
test. They are supposed to speak only English in the classroom, but sometimes fall back

https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-e-thhiihiy-l-yu/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-r/
mailto:pcappelletti@Alcon-ara.com
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-y/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-j/
mailto:ara.newsletter@gmail.com
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-t/
mailto:ARA-RSVP@alcon-ara.com
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-i/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-d/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-h/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-o/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-b/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-n/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-p/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-x/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-m/
https://alconretireesassociation.createsend1.com/t/r-l-thhiihiy-l-c/


into Farsi. When they are speaking “English” they all have accents of various strengths.
When they fall back into “Farsi” they’re actually speaking English, but perfectly.
There are some really funny moments, and some tender ones. It concluded its Broadway
run in February. I don’t know if this will ever be produced again, or locally, but if it is, I think
I’d go see it again. This show earned five Tony Award nominations, including Best Play.

 
The Antiquities

 
Another show about artificial intelligence in the future, this
was an engaging play. It takes place several centuries
from now, when humanity has died out and AI is running
the world.
The thesis is that of a Museum of Humanity. It begins with
a full black-out, and disembodied voices ask the audience
to willingly suspend their disbelief; to imagine they have
traveled a distance to see the show, perhaps have eaten
something on the way, and are settling actual bodies into
seats.

 
They explain that there are few relics of humans left, but the Museum of Antiquities has
collected them, listened to some ancient recordings of humanity and put together what
they think life might have been like back in the day. 
The show is episodic, with brief scenes moving from the inception of Mary Shelly
developing the Frankenstein story to the first mobile robot in the 1970s to the development
of digital assistants, then AI and the ultimate downfall of mankind. At the apex of the story,
they show the objects: a teddy bear, an early cell phone, a violin, a butter churn and the
like. Then the scenes reverse, showing what happened just after the original scene and
ending with the Frankenstein story fully realized, but Mary Shelley calling her monster
“Computer.”
Produced by Playwrights Horizons, this play finished its Off-Broadway run. It may never
tour. But it was beautifully done and thought-provoking. It’s an Off-Broadway show and
thus not eligible for Tony Awards.

 
Beckett Briefs

 
There’s a wonderful small off-Broadway theatre called the
Irish Rep. They produce works written by Irish writers,
and do a wonderful job. 
This production, though, didn’t live up to their usual
standards in my eyes. It was three one-act plays by the
Irish playwright Samuel Beckett, of Waiting for Godot
fame. Beckett isn’t for everyone, but I’ve enjoyed a
number of his works. 
My issue with this show was that the Irish accents were
terrifically strong and the actors all spoke at least double
tempo in the first two pieces, meaning I couldn’t
understand even a smidgeon of what they were on about.
A friend later loaned me her Beckett tome, so I was finally
able to figure it out. 

 
The first “brief” took place on a completely black stage, with a small square about 10’ off
the ground. In that square, a woman’s mouth with bright red lipstick did all the talking –
and that’s all there was. She was being birthed and dying all at the same time, it seems. 
The second had three characters: two women and a man. They were heads sticking out of
large urns, spirits talking after their deaths, linked forever. The man had been married to
one woman and took the other for a lover. The two women each knew about the other and
begged him to end it; he couldn’t so they are buried next to each other and spend all
eternity going over and over and over it. At least, it felt like eternity.
The final brief was Krapp’s Last Tape, a longer piece featuring F. Murray Abraham (who
does not have a broad Irish accent). A writer, who has kept audio tapes of his creative
process through the years and is now on a serious downhill slide, is trying to pull it all
together. But the allure of drink and total disorganization thwart him.
Irish Rep is an Off-Broadway theatre, and again not eligible for Tony Awards. The show
concluded its run in February

 
Buena Vista Social Club

 
This was a wonderful show, maybe the best of the trip. It
earned 10 Tony Award nominations, including Best
Musical and a special award for the band. It takes place in
Havanna in 1954 and 1994. The thesis is that in 1994 a
young musicologist is trying to preserve the Cuban sound
popular just before the revolution. He’s gathering as many
of the old musicians as he can find to make a recording.
(This hit album was actually produced, and this is
supposedly the story of that production.)

 
In 1954 there was a sister act who performed for wealthy tourists in high-class hotel night
clubs. They could see the revolution coming and one sister made a deal with a record
company to get them out of Cuba. The other sister uncovered a passion for the music
performed in various “social clubs” for locals who couldn’t afford or didn’t want the
“sanitized” music of the major hotel chains. She refused to leave and began performing at
the Buena Vista Social Club.
Well, the clubs were shut down post-revolution. She got a contract with a Cuban record
company but was not allowed to bring along the band she’d come to love. They saw it as
a betrayal.
Then in 1994, this young man comes along and tries to reunite them. There’s a lot of
drama but eventually it works out.
The music is wonderful! The lyrics are all Spanish, but is still so moving (dialog is in
English). The stories ring true. The band is onstage the whole time and includes piano,
guitars, horns and drums. 
I believe this show will tour, and I hope you can go see it if it does.
Buena Vista Social Club earned four Tony Awards, including Best Featured Actress in a
Musical.

 
Ghosts

 
Heinrich Ibsen’s Ghosts, at Lincoln Center, was our final
show, and a great way to finish off the trip. The dramatic
play has a lot to say about human nature, the foibles that
can result and the unintended consequences from good
people trying to cover for the weak. Sets, costumes and
acting were all superb, as is expected from Lincoln
Center.
The theatre is Off Broadway and not eligible for Tony
Awards. Ghosts concluded its run in April.

 
Joe spends months reading about and researching shows, and it’s time well spent. He’s
already thinking about our February 2026 trip.

Photos provided by Mary Dulle
 

 

 
Learning Throughout Life, by Mary Dulle
with assistance from ChatGPT

Alcon retirees are an intelligent and generally curious
group of people. Want to satisfy that curiosity, learn new
things and maybe even find a new skill or hobby to
occupy all your spare time (what’s spare time, she
asks?)? Lifelong learning programs can help.

 
Higher education-based senior programs in the United States work to meet educational,
social, and recreational needs of older adults, often those aged 50 and above. These
programs focus on lifelong learning, promoting engagement and enhancing quality of life. 

 
Continuing Education and Extension Programs

Many universities offer continuing education programs specifically tailored for seniors.
These can include personal development courses, technology training, art classes, and
more. Participants may receive certificates or other credentials upon completion.

Trends and Future Directions

Post-pandemic, many programs have expanded online offerings, making education more
accessible to seniors who may be homebound. Increasing emphasis is placed on mental
and physical health classes, reflecting a holistic approach to senior education. Programs
are increasingly integrating community service and volunteer opportunities as part of the
learning experience.

Examples of DFW-area institutions offering senior programs

Silver Frogs Program at Texas Christian University (TCU) https://lifelong.tcu.edu/
TCU offers courses for senior adults through its Center for Continuing Education. The
membership program offers classes on various subjects, including current events, arts,
science, technology, and personal enrichment. A single membership fee each semester
gives opportunities to engage in social activities, community service, and lifelong learning
initiatives, educational resources and workshops aimed at skill development and
intellectual growth.

University of Texas at Arlington Continuing Education UTA) www.uta.edu
UTA offers a wide-host of personal enrichment courses that promote personal growth,
exploration, and development in areas such as health & fitness, the arts, languages,
travel, and more. If you have a passion for life-long learning, UTA offers an extensive
online, non-degree continuing education options to fit your needs.

Tarrant County College (TCC) https://www.tccd.edu
Tarrant County College has special offerings for adults 55+. Semester registration fee is
$20, but some of the courses may have additional costs involved. There are five
campuses, and a wide variety of classes offered. One special feature is a weekly movie
club featuring recent releases and group discussions afterward.

OLLI at the University of North Texas (UNT) https://olli.unt.edu/locations.html
Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes (OLLI) at UNT is part of a national network that
provides lifelong learning opportunities for adults aged 50 and older. The program offers a
variety of non-credit courses, workshops, and events covering diverse topics such as
history, arts, science, and technology. Members can participate in lectures, discussions,
and social activities tailored to their interests. 

Collin College https://www.collin.edu
Collin College has a commitment to lifelong learning and offers programs tailored for
seniors. These include a range of non-credit courses focusing on personal enrichment,
health, and wellness, workshops on technology, creative arts, gardening, and other
practical skills and special events and activities that foster community engagement.

Dallas College Lifelong Learning Program  www.dallascollege.edu
Dallas College Lifelong Learning (formerly Emeritus) program is designed to promote
lifelong learning in our 55+ community through a range of credit and continuing education
classes, including noncredit academic and personal enrichment courses customized for
older adults. Senior adults who are age 65+ can enroll in any of Dallas College’s 11,000
credit classes at no charge by using a senior tuition waiver. Senior adults may participate
in paid continuing education classes.

The University of Texas at Dallas (UTD) https://www.utdallas.edu
UTD offers programs and initiatives for seniors, including special talks and workshops with
various educational sessions that focus on health, wellness, technology use, and other
relevant topics, featuring events and networking opportunities for older adults to foster
community connections.

For specific enrollment details, class schedules, or additional offerings, contact the
respective universities directly or visit their official websites.

 
 

 
March Retirees Program - History of Fort Worth

 
Quentin McGown talked to us about the
history of Fort Worth. Quentin is a well-
known local historian whose family has
lived in Fort Worth for generations.  He
served six years, three as Chair, on the
City of Fort Worth Historic and Cultural
Landmarks Commission. He is a past
chair of the Tarrant County Historical
Commission. Quentin is an attorney, an
Associate Judge in Tarrant County’s
Probate Court Number One, and author
of four books about Fort Worth.

If you want to learn more about the
history of FW, check out Quentin's books,
available at Barnes&Noble, Target, and
Amazon:
Historic Photos of Fort Worth
Remembering Fort Worth
Fort Worth in Vintage Postcards
Fort Worth: A Personal View

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to Janet Mattern and Huagang Chen for the photos.

 
 

 
June 20 Retirees Program - Alcon Laboratories—A Vision
Fulfilled (1947-1997)

 
Tom McDonald, PhD, returned for a book signing and to celebrate the publication of his
book, “Alcon Laboratories, A Vision Fulfilled, 1947-1997”.  While Tom signed books, some
of the retirees shared their Alcon memories with us. We had a good turnout of about 135
attendees including 15 members of the Alexander and Conner families.

TCU brought us 150 books and they handled the sales while Tom signed books. We'll
have more books at the next luncheon for Tom to sign. 

We were pleased that two Alcon Executive Leaders joined us: Franck Leveiller, Sr. VP,
R&D, and  Royce Bedward, Sr. VP., General Counsel. 

The Alcon Research Clinic had a table there to sign people up to participate in future
studies. They are still recruiting; if you're interested, there's information in the newsletter
about signing up.

Thank you to Alcon for hosting us, especially Jim Rinehart, who is our Alcon liaison,
Denise diLiberti for coordinating all the logistics, Chris McIntyre for reserving parking
spaces and facilitating entry to the Alcon campus, Media Services for their IT support, and
Guckenheimer for the excellent buffet and the table settings. 

 

 
In April of this year, TCU held their 2025 Leadership
Awards, honoring Dr. McDonald (class of '65, '67) with the
"Valuable Alumni Award". The award statement highlights
Dr. McDonald's contributions to TCU: Dr. McDonald
serves on the advisory committees for the TCU Press and
the TCU Center for Texas Studies. He is a mentor in the
ambassador program of AddRan College of Liberal Arts.
He and his wife, Shinko McDonald ’96, a prominent
Japanese/English interpreter, sponsor an annual award
for Texas Studies in the history department at TCU.

You can find a full description of Tom's achievements on
TCU's Leadership Awards page.

 

 

 

 
A note from Tom about his commitment to telling the Alcon story.

Ed Schollmaier got me started on this book project. It took 6 years from the date of our
conversation until the narrative and photos were published. 

I funded this effort. I receive no money from the book’s sales. Instead, I created an
endowment at TCU for the TCU Press to honor the Alcon Family (employees). A portion of
the sales go into this endowment. If you want to make a donation to this endowment,
please let me know and I will put you in touch with a person from TCU who will facilitate
the process. In many ways we all benefited working at Alcon and from the colleagues we
worked with. Leaving a legacy is one way to acknowledge our good fortune.

I have about 300 to 400 photo images that did not make it into the book. I set up a
Facebook page where I plan to post most of these over the next couple of years. Please
join and pass this along to your Alcon friends. https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100082277334917.

You can contact Tom via email at tommyothomcd@hotmail.com
 

 

Retirees were given the opportunity to share their experiences while working for Alcon:
Ole Lorenzetti, Ralph Stone, John Lang, Greg Booher, Joe Vonderhaar, Terry Boyer, Stella
Robertson, Frank Landrus and Britt Scott. Most of their comments focused on the great
people they had the pleasure of meeting and working with who became the “Alcon
Family”. Other comments included educational opportunities Alcon offered; being proud of
the progress made in ophthalmic surgical techniques throughout the years and being a
part of a team dedicated to making Alcon successful in all endeavors.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Members of the Alexander family and Halden Conner were able to join us. They are proud
of the legacy that we have all been a part of, as reflected in the note below.

Dear Pat,

We had a wonderful day at the book signing event, and thank you for the
delightful lunch you provided.

The stories shared by the retirees about their years at Alcon with their peers
were truly moving. Their passion for the company was evident, and we felt a
deep connection to our Dad who cared deeply for the Alcon family. That’s why
we affectionately refer to him as the Heart of Alcon. Please extend our gratitude
to all retirees on our behalf and on behalf of our father.

Lane Anne Alexander Kimzey
Anita Alexander Taylor

 

 
Photographs from June 20 were provided by Jay Wise, Lito Dayrit, Terry Boyer, and
Huagang Chen

 

 
Alcon Retirees Association

P.O. Box 173416
Arlington, Texas 76003-3416
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Alcon Retirees Association
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www.alcon.com

www.facebook.com/AlconEyeCare
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Main Number: (800) 862-5266
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